THE REIGN OF HENRY THE SECOND

A   FRAGMENT

HHHE spirit of war and contention, which had for a long
-L   time possessed the nation, became so effectually laid
during the last year of King Stephen's reign, that
no alteration or disturbance ensued  upon his     1154-
death, although the new King,1 after he had re-
ceived intelligence of it, was detained six weeks2 by contrary
winds:   besides,  the  opinion  of this  prince's  power and
virtues, had already begotten so great an awe and reverence
for him among the people, that upon his arrival he found
the whole kingdom in a profound peace.     He landed at
Hostreham,3 about the beginning of December, was received
at Winchester by a great number of the nobility, who came
there to attend and swear fealty to him, and three weeks
after was crowned at Westminster, about the twenty-third
year of his age.

For the further settling of the kingdom, after the long
distractions in the preceding reign, he seized on all the
castles which remained undestroyed since the last peace
between him and King Stephen; whereof some he demo-
lished, and trusted others to the government of persons in
whom he could confide.

But that which most contributed to the quiet of the
realm, and the general satisfaction of his subjects, was a

1 Henry was at that time besieging a castle on the frontiers of
Normandy. [D. S.]

a Five weeks at the most; a month, saith Brompton. [D. S.]
3 At Hostreham, saith Gervase. This place is not easy to be found;
however, it must be on the Sussex or Hampshire coast, because the
King went directly from the place of his landing to Winchester. Carte
says he landed December 8th, near Hurst Castle in the New Forest.
[D. S.]
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